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A i ST PACT 



The counter movement to the ^ornen * s liberation 



movement has btien varieca both in origiji and organization aiid has bef^n 
slow in making its impact* presented in this paper is an analysis of 
several countermoveriient strategies which focus upon the issues of 
opposition to the Equal hights Amendinent, aDortion law retorifii. and 
arguments? about the nature of v;oman* The rhetoric of countermovement 
organizations such as Pussycats^ Females Cpposed to Equality^ and 
Happiness at Womanhood is examined and discussed in relation to these 
issues. The issues of arqument validity, the extent to which the 
rhetors of the countermovement understanQ and refute the arguments 
advanced by the movement women, i.'entifying the dominant strategies 
for gaining publicity, and converting potential members to the ideals 
of the countermovement are analyzed by the author. It is concluded 
that by attacking superficial failures of the movement, exaggerating 
and misinterpi^eting movement issues, and misunderstanding what 
/American women want and thinks the countermovement has failed to come 
to grips with the essence of tiie . movement , (Author/LG) 
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GROWING UP FROM ANOTHER PHRSPHCTIVEi THE C0UNTER140 VaiENT 
Presented at the 1972 SCA Conventiori Chicago, Illinois 
Marie EtJi Rosenwasser, UnivorGity of Massachusetts 

Opposition to the Women's Movement raLnges from a deliberate 
silanoa to organised csinpaigns to stop ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment, It comes from a variety of individuals who have 
serious misgivings about V/omen's Llberationi we are all fajniliar 
with articles or books from such prominent individuals as Dr* Mead, 
Midge Decter, Ann Landers, and Norman tlaller. But v/hen this opposi^ 
tion coalesces and responds to the goalsi bohavior, and ideology 
of the Movement I it" Is an organized Countermovement • Rather than 
evaluating the scattered oppostion to the Women's Movement., this paper 
is an overview of the language, strategies, and principles of the 
active arid potentialjLy pavarful uountermovement against V/omen^s 
Liberation. 

If a countermovement is a rhetorical reacton to a movement i it 
must reject and negate i but in order to be a movement p It must also 
accept and affirm* To what, theni does the Countermovement say no? 

It says no to unrestricted abortion, to the Equal Rights Amendment 
(hereafter referred to as ERA), to federal day care centers, to women's 
studies courses that ignore their parspectivaf to the unbecoming behav- 
ior of the women in the Movement, to the godlessness of the Movement, 
and to the cQncept of woman as man's equal* 

It says yes to man as guide, protector, and provider and woman 
as wife I mother i and homemaker* It says yes to fominine charm, to 
the traditional marriage and faiiilly style, and bravo to the differences 
between man and woman. 
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Since any movement craafcas its own short-h^d tarma tb su^nmarize 
its key constructs, a countarmovamant coun'tfrmcts the language of 
the movement • Thus, we hava the deliberate creation or HfO*W. to ^ 
oppose N-O.W,^ and Pussycats who "purr" in beguiling contrast to 
S.C.UJvU and V/,I,T.CtH* Femi^nit;£ rather than femilll^mi v^oman hood 
^ot sistarhoodt Tnen tnere is the "true woman" of Mldga Dacter's 
fiew Chastity or the "real female" who oaii be 'liberated and feminine" 
by adDpting the philosophy of the book Purr L_.Bab^^_£urr . V/otnen are 
not disoussed as f amjles or ^o^l^i they are g^irls > 



For tho laost perti members of the Qountermoveinent label all 
aspects of the movement as "the women's lib" or »'fem libbers,'* if 
one's style repreaents one*s epistemic stance, this labelling repre^ 
sents the Coantermovement • s inability and/or lack of d^aire to grasp 
the differences v/ithin tne Movement and their preference ^or vicwiris 
all of it as undesirable, 

A brief iooit at the stratagies of the Countermovement v/lli axso 
provide information for the longer discussion of v/hy they oppose the 
ERA and their exposition of thG "true v/oman#'* Some of the strategics 
of the CountermovGment match those of the Movement • For example t in 
response to National Ijfcmen's i^ay. Happiness of vyomanhood CH»0,V/*J 
holds a V/omanhood Day at whi^h men judge vvho is the most feminine # 
prises are av/arded for the prettiest satin pillov/s, £tnd sandpaper 
pillows are given to legislator^ y/ho have incurred their wrath» Theyi 
too, have buttons, bumperstickers , and slogans reading! i know H*O..W*i 
I am a Pussycat i You make tlie living and -we'll make Ufa worth liingi 
Stop Bitching and stai't pjjrrlhgi A lamb chop is better than a karate 
chop. Thmy publish bonks, distribute newslGttera, and testify before 
Q legislative comrnittess. Hov/Hver, xu^j Aold coffees not conciousnsss 
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, raising sessions » set pastors not politaclans to aid their causey 
endorse God not the self as the bast source of authoritS^, anfl rely 
on men I'or a lot of tneir financij.j ar.cl moral support, V/hile there 
are differing opinions within the Countermover-.ent, it has not yet 
provided the v.-ealth of voices, and ideac, the questioning, or the 
oonflict of the P^lovemcnt. 
Opponltion to the ERA 

In her testimony before a Louiaiana Senate Committee, ch^isn 
(the title she uses) of P.o.S. Babs r.inhlnnfitte aaidi 

Women now enjoy deferential and preferential 
treatment and have no desiro to be lowered to 
equality. What' s wrong v;ith a male dominated 
society? £it ii7 certainly preferable to a Viomen's 
Lio Dominated Society run by a few frustrated 
female sex traitors, 2 

Her comment :.s just one of 2k reasons for opposing the ERA frequently 
cited by P.O.E. and H.0.W.3 Their 24 reasons caii be eunimarlzed Into 
these three I (1) passage of the ERA denies God's divine plmi,. (2) 
it will create far more problenis for women thsji it will solvei and 
(3) it is unwanted and unnecessary. 

No organization has so strongly involved God In the fight to 
stop the ERA than F.O.E.'s subsidiary Students Opposed to Equality 
who distributed this "Lesson in Logic" (their title) on cajnpuses 
last May I 

God, who is superior to man, created man and woman 
uA4.rerGnw physically and emotionaliv. God beinff 
perfect made no mistake when he created man and" worn an 
dif'ferent and did not intend for zoan to try to remake 
his creation to be the same which means eaual. . . . when 
man tries to make man and v/oman equal, he is revoltiri'=' 
against God.,,. and aligning himself with Satan. .. .if " 
you are not a|ainst Satan, you are for him, Conclusionj 
i.ne £.rtA IS, a Satanic Hovementf it is anti-nature, 4 
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God is not the only source of expert testimony cited i members 
of K.O.W. BTid P.O.E. cite opinions of law professors, leaders of 
labor unions, sociologists, and Senators who suggest that passage 
of the ajiiendment la "the tonkin Gulf Resolution of the American 
social structure, "5 jhey quote Ms. Johnson, V/ashlngton Director 
of the National Urban League, as opposing proposals which could 
cliianate protective, standards for women or adversely affect their 
economic welfare or "special responBibilities as mothers."^ Dr. 
Margaret Mead hao saldi "I've been against the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment alv/ays, , . , its passage would endanger the hard won rights of 
working women— both black and white. One of their champions is 
Senator Sam Ervin who, with fellow legislators and legal scholars, 
says passage of the ERA will meaji drafting women, abolition of the 
female branches of the military, inevitable govemmental control over 
reproQuctlon, and destruction of protective work laws. 

While there are serious questions about the Implications of the 
Amendment, P.O.E. and H.O.V,'. do not develop their argumentsi instead 
they enumerate objections, quote "expert" witnesses, and raise Ques- 
tions like I "V/hat has equality done for the women of Russia and 
China?" ^ 

The third major reason why the Countermovement opposes the ERA 
is in two partsi (a) it is the work of the "libbers" and therefore 
doesn't represent the real majarity and (b) it is unnecessary. Mrs. 
Minhinett? and Mrs. Davison repeatedly cite a New York Times poll 
that showed only 3yS of the women favoring the ERAi from this unex- 
plained and unverified statistic they conclude that they represent 
9?f» of the women in this country. ^ if their statistic is accurace, 
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the poll must be old for the recent Redbook survey of 120,0000 

readers shov/ed that two out of three wcman favor the V/oiren's 

Liberation Movoment^® and a Ps:£choloKy Today survey last March 

revealed that a majority BUpport the ERA.^^ There is some truth, 

though, to the argument that the Women's Movement does not include 

all vyomen. In an Ebony article black women said that they have 

more pressine obligations and needs than sup^ -ting the V/omen's 
12 

Movement, and the Movement has long been criticized for ignoring 

13 J D 

the poor and thr older u'oraen. 

Even if the l.lovement . represenlied all of the women, the ERk 
would be unnecessary argues Jaqule Davisoni for sex discrimination 
is illegal under the 5th and l4th Amendments . While ome would 
say Davison is accurate, the Suprome Court has yet to define 
woman as "person"- and Davison i©iores the existing aisurimina- 
tion so thoroughly documented and responds passively: there has 
been and is yorro diaci-im: jiuMw., .but i.hosc proDj.ems can ne soxv^a 
a.% xhe a,ower ecneions of our government "''^ 

These words from Mlnhlnette w,u J^viaon suimari^e ■cnej.r reasons 
for opposing the HRAi 
jviinhinette 

wi til the ERA, lesbians and homosexuals could n^arrv 
freely. Will they next demajid the right to ado^t' 
chirldron? Our society is built around the fpnily. . 
which 13 under attack by the women's lib and ratifi- 
cation of the ERA would be the toppling of our 
society. It will put a govermnenV noose around ou>- 
necKS ,10 

Davison 

Once the fanlly is gone, it will be Goodbye Americal^^ 
UsingtJ-ie thin-entering wedge, ajid black or white fallacies, un- 
^^jcurnented polls, "sKpert" testimony, and lists rather thaii complete 
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arguments, Happiness of V;omajrihood and Females Opposed to Equality 
r ve against ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment, F.O.E, hag 
been successful in Louislanaf H.O.w. was unsucce^aful in California, 
DU-c unly ij statas need to reject the ERA in order to defeat it . • " 
■The "atop mk" movement is gaining attention.^® 

On the Nature, of V/oman 

While the ERA is one of the major points of clash between the 
Movement ajid the Countermovement , perhaps the real stasi» is their 
concept of woman. The underpinning for much of the Countermovement ' s 

J 

philoaopKy comes from the lecturer and author Helen Andelin's book 
Fasoinatln.^ V.'omanhood which influenced Davison's I Am A }{ous&wiie. 
According to Andelin, woman is of two quail ties i angelic and human. 
"The angelic is what a woman is, and has to do with her character j 
and the Huraan is what a woman does and has to do with her appearance, 
manner, Bjid actions. "^^ ^^^^^ angelic qualities are that she 

(1) understands man (appreciates and accepts him, has pride in his 
superiority) I (2) has deep Inner happiness which results from domes- 
tic gooaness, acceptance of self, and appreciation of life; (3) has 
a lovely character which comes from all the noble virtues of Denevo- 
lence, moral courage, chastity, patience, self-dignity, gentleness, 
and the like? (4) is a domestic goddess by being a good homernaker, a 
good mother p and happy in her role. 2° Her huma^i qualities are also 
divided into four categories i ' femininity in appearance and manner 
{dresses daintily and speaks softly) i radiates happiness by letting 
her "presence light the home" i has a fresh appearance and manner 
by having good health and groomingi and displays crildllkftness— a 
quality attained through dispxay of spunkiness, changeability, aiid 
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even children's dress if it pleases her man. Both qualities, the 
reader Is assured, are essential to maji's "celestial love" for the 
"angelic arouses in man a feeling approaching .'/orship and brings him 
peace and happiness" while the human qualities "fascinate, captivate, 
amuse, enchant, and arouse a desire to protect and ahelteri"^^ 

If this seems removed from the harsher realities of the twentieth 
century, this is how most of the Countermovement, particularly the 
organised opposition, views the ideal wo maji. Fascinating Wom anhood 
■ I Am A Housewife are prescriptive texts that define by essence 
not operation, cite hypothetical illustrations and personal testimony 
as proof, reinforce oy suggesting rewaras that will be reaped if 
tneir specific instructions are followed, and list pases of "do's" 
and "don't's" for the good wife. There are pictures of woman lltarally 
divided Into an angel aiid a humaii; there la a picture of a woman 
holding, the house In her hands. As dreainllKe as this is and as much 
as Christian chivalry is envoked, one wonders If this isn't idolatrous. 
The inaccurate analotiy these two authors imply Isi woman is to God 
as man is to v/omai-i. If woman Is to be wo-rshipped, she has the awe- 
some but false responsibility of "divinity" and is the real power in 
male-female relations, Andalln . and Davison have turned the tables on 
tnemsolvesi they have made woman into a golden calf, 

•i'ne more realistic "mrr, B^by Purr by Lucianne Goldberg and 
Jeannle Sakol endorses femininity and details the differences between 
the sexes in two chapters filled with msdical evidence and their own 
disQUssion that quite thoroughly defeats Ann Koedt's "myth of the 
vaginal orgasm. "^2 ^hgy ^^^^^^ ^^^^ g_ sexual being what woman 
wants is "a good deal more meaningul . . . than being turned on like a 
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radlo switchi She wants her whole being Involved. ..." They 
contend that "The femlnista are defeated by tnoir ov,n psuedo=acien- 
tific approach to nex" -nd conclude i "Tl-Grac© AtKinson and 
Company may look forward to tne JoyleEc , soxIbr" , ivoirld she paint" — 
truo thsrs would bra equality for all, but equality for vmat?"^'^ 

Wni±« theci<; are provocata,ve xhonrnxa, one cannot be so kina with 
their arilrriation or woman'" "flirtility rites" ajid advice to single 
v/omen who should get r.iErried bocauise "rnarrled is better.""^ When 
they conclude their book with the question i "When doas Daddy gat 
to 'freak ouf?"^^ thoy either do not grasp or care to confront the 
highest ideal of the Moveraent-=human liberation. In fact, one weak- 
ness of the Pussycat '0 philosophy is that while woman is still defined 
in tems of man, she is described as the subtler, but more witty box, 
the ingenlouF,, fun-filled, affectionate manipui^or. 

What general conclusions can we make about the principles and 
practicso of the organiEed Countormovemont? First, It has problenis 
in coming to grips with the essence of the Movement i it attacks the 
superfacial failures of the Movement and reveals its exagseration and 
misinterpretation by asking such questions asi "Do we want to create 
a society in which the only way you can tell men and women apart 
would be to check their l.D, cards?"^? jt presumes to apeak for 
men as well as 97^ of the women without concern for research or 
■documentation. Secondly, whilG the CountQmovement • s ooncern for 
children and happy families is admirable and while its influence is 
growing and its membership increasing at a time when the Movement is 
experiencing financial difficulties, there is evidence that the 
Countermovement misunderstands what .imerican women wajit and think. 
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It has not capturod the easence of v/oman when to one part of the 
Countermovernont. she is a domestic goddess and to another a feminine 
"begullert capable of some intellectual activity, and fulfilled by 
love and marriage. To both parts, woman is_ the second mnK I Womaji iQ,,#t 
v/ell ,,,, Sadie is a married lady , 
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